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PREFACE
The origins of this book lie in an ambition to explore a sceptical attitude toward modern jurisprudence and political thought. Modelled upon a kind of Academic scepticism (avoidance of positive doctrines), the intention was to subject key aspects of legal and political thought to question. This gave the book as initially conceived a somewhat looser structure, as a series of more or less independent arguments addressed to each subject in turn. As the book progressed, I decided to change this strategy. Increasingly, there were arguments or ideas that demanded to be affirmed. They could be subjected to question, but not denied. Positive doctrines began to assert themselves in the book's main line of analysis.
As a result of this, I decided (at quite a late stage) to rewrite the book almost from the ground up. I am grateful to Cambridge University Press for allowing me the extra time it took to complete this process. The result is a book that is more cohesive, but which perhaps retains vestiges of its earlier incarnation. The relationship between the chapters, particularly in the second part of the book, now resembles more a series of reflections upon a body of interrelated ideas: law, liberty, order, community, justice (and others). Each dimension of law and politics is pushed temporarily into the foreground, to be examined and then replaced, whereupon another is called forth. The reflections are underpinned by a vision of law and politics that is developed in the Introduction and the early chapters of the book. The book's overarching concern, though I did not know it at first, is with justice.
It was necessary to restrict the scope of the book. I consider first and foremost the legal and political experiences of the liberal social order. I have very little to say about established criticisms of liberalism, such as communitarianism, preferring to develop my own line of criticism. My question is above all whether liberalism represents a deepening of man's moral predicament or, as some liberals seem to suggest, a resolution.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank a number of people whose input has been invaluable to me over the course of writing the 
